B.3294 - B-3233 ; 1845-1853
926-900 Light St.  (West side)

Baltimore, Md. :

Private access

This group of houses located along the west side of the 900 block of Light
St. were originally all built as two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses
with gable roofs, much like the houses to the west along Hamburg and Henrietts
Streets. Many, however, have since been enlarged to a full three stories in
height and now have shed roofs and bracketed cornices. Most currently serve a
mixed commercial/residential use. The houses located in the southern half of
the block, south of Wheeling St. (916-926 Light St.) were built by John S. Gittings
as part of his development of the unit block of Hamburg St.; those hosues located

to the north of Wheeling St. (900-914 Light St.) were built by a variety of
individual owners.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story, two bay brick buildings with shed roofs and
bracketed cornice represent enlargements of the original gable roofed houses
that were built on this site in the late 1840's, and which formed a group of
such houses extending along this side of Light St. The first floors of both
houses have been converted into shop-fronts.

The houses are three storiés in height. 902 Light St. is about 15' wide,
904 Light St. is about 14' wide, and both occupy lots 80 1/2' deep. 902 Light
St. has a one story rear addition, and 204 Light St. has a two story rear addition,
that extend all the way to the end of the lots. The houses are constructed in
running bond. The shed roofs are capped by two separate wooden cornices that
are, however, identical in form. Each cornice consists of a deeply projecting
crown molding, the underside of which is decorated with scroll-sawed motifs,
bordered by a row of quarter-round carvings and supported by three carved wooden
brackets. The brackets connect the cornice to a lower molding strip which is also
decorated with a row of quarter-round carvings, thus forming a plain brick freize
area. 902 Light St. has a rear end chimney located at the western end of its
rear addition, and 904 Light St. has a rear end chimney located along the south
side of its rear addition. 904 Light St. has several rows of late Victorian,
decorative brickwork on its facade, but this was not original to the house.

The second floor window openings of both houses have segmentally arched
brick lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums; the third floor windows have no lintels.
All of the sills are wood. At 902 Light St. all of the windows are filled with
the original 2/2 double hung sash; at 904 Light St. the windows are filled with
1/1 double hung sash. Both houses have had their first floors converted into
shop-fronts. At 902 Light St. a multi-paned glass and panel door, set beneath
a single light transom, is recessed beneath the southernmost bay. The door is
flanked by a two-sided projecting plate glass shop window set on a wooden base.
Three wide rectangular glass panels are set above the shop window. The entire
store-front area is surmounted by a wooden cornice consisting of a projecting
crown molding and a plain, shallow freize area. At 904 Light St. the door
is centrally located between two tall, vertical plate glass windows. The entire
first floor area has been covered with an artificial wood paneling. There is
no cornice. The door is a late Victorian glass and panel type. The entrances
are reached by one wide stone step.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These houses are significant as being representative of a large group of three
story, gable-roofed houses built in the 1840's and 1850's to serve as combination
residential/commercial structures, but which were remodeled after the Civil War in
the currently fashionable Victorian style with the front roof gable being obscured by
a deep, added bracketed cornice. The houses seem always to have served as combination
residences/store-fronts, with the first floor area serving as the store-front and the
family living on the two floor above. The builder of the houses, John North, operated

mas a wood dealer at 902 Light St. in the late 1850's and 1860's. In the 1870's he is
isted as a mariner.— North sold 904 Light St. to a John S. Mitchell in 1859.1 Mitchell
““was a huckster. The second owner of 904 Light St. was a Vincent R. Jackson, who
operated as a druggist here in the late 1860's and early 1870's. The third owner, a
Peter Fisher, had a shoe-making shop at this location in the late 1870's.Z2

lBaltimore City Directory, 1858~59, 1874; Baltimore City Land REcords, LiberGES 187,
Folio 467

28.c.D., 1864, 186869, 1876
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



S .CHARLES | L R A

935 933921 929 927225 27292 47 9N BU5 Bop Hai N3 9p) HEEASA 1s 4

' R I R ' "45:5'46-5'45‘\1'34-"45_;‘;;4 heb
o . 1 | ‘ 1 ‘ 20‘ ‘\*_ I T i

&

p

;‘3
B e N
W= O |-

L1/31
Gl
id

L]

5667 53107

v .
o1 o1.42
= 81

;

w

>

=

[n]

=

o

£ 9P

g-vcbo
SYNEWYH 3

— — T = -ua‘
w 47 Plpese ;
= o S5 = gl . :
d::‘\' o ¥ i ¥ n T.._l - N
e N psy: | o Gl b |
e — ~ e )
—1 155°6"| 54° = ijw ~ 11 S
o % L. O = K E E ¢ --J‘-\l -1.
: | ‘;_'-; ; N .551 "] 542" o ,.., - I : J. = Llro |-
TAPSCO ST Tl 1 198 = Y ~ =)
; ; (T3 r‘g 55"0 54 3 _g lw :_r] o Gd'-ﬂ S G i
. =l L =2 ; - e
1 =lz LI\IJ\ 56t6- | 54-4° © clo p S &
1% > — — - =
—= N 5427 | 545 = (N = 5 Al
*l 0 et T —|_|e ?:;_"“g =
i - I ) e 8 S il Bl W L& 2
z =~ P GY IP= Kol U o) i~
= T - R I° O s O | e | RS e,
30' o :_j: g £3:- = -::u 40' R o ~ 83 '-::
= G S 8 Py (& ! Al 0) Gl
e :‘:—_ 52410 -‘__:;4 ra El:g i 3{;*';. »:. _‘-_ 51 U]_"|k-\
P | % 8 526 | 546" g ey Y910 0p 1 W4 702 900 -
| EN B 5 .. COURT
. c’. - -.‘3(\
rfg O S13° s S Hx {:\E IR | N
L 5 SRR it 0 HOE ... i
wiz O3 51E27|[E 50 O e cia N W | BEE ok iy
Sl IV {|m 8 \9 wis— & [ 58 } S
wim O 5 li<es O =lw Sl M B | faer I B0 b P L o
o e _(,_,‘l — MIQ"!"(_D :: ) bl B L LS o ES‘
W wiz O 5ot LL—-‘-?—.._—-;,.—.—@— Sk Lo S B s =
e [ £ 1 & @& g wl= o o 8 e
\ T e TRl S e =17 eh > e
)? o e 5"2 LD .Ib!_ & w e Co :-: w hars 9
wle I 7 508" =i sV O = L
s S o P > e
sl T 507 0. o & =3 ¥ L G
“olo 504" (D" §jw 2 ks 0D U Gy
il (O R A _{ o= 0o =y 2=
e=i— (504" | 50 O -] Bs 0D —
i = < I ol
Bi— TOd 50-57 e = 2B T AT =1
1 (© 498 8 i e = 8 e
=l- D 504" 1 e N s ™t
ol¥ O o3 ?&4 S =& o s D o 67-¢ B =
10’ ALLEY 10" 10 ALLEY 0
_ : ‘
o o
SN BN N N N gﬁhggglggrg?
sl NVR (0 W O Ko B e ~
. = >
qu 14 14'!]5'“5;{_.4:{6'_1 e 144115=1+5% 115 P W (L '
/ 926 924 922920918 916 914 912 910

apE 206 S04 Yo T IO

I
LIGHT | 3

vses-g

Zo e —e gy .
., . -
: x —— —— i e,
—_ . i TR e et 8 i S - i
= 1 o THSSUE S -
T e le _ Al p W e e it e 0o et vt
- : i o S i / - "
e v vash o - S —— - ———
: o o e it : il s
- T T Y T ety e e v e e
- - -— e o 8 = - s . o e b L5 o Lt ST P K
S e L e TETT Sy AT . .
= Voo e e

VLILL3IANIH

.



B-3232

902-904 Light Street
Block 0918 Lots 053-052
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3232 902-904 Light St.
M.E.H. 5/79

East elevation



